


What Types of Assessment Can Be Used to Demonstrate Student Achievement? 





Goals:


1.   To examine individual assessment practices


To identify various assessment types as well as the evidence of student thinking/ 	understanding the particular type could elicit


To discuss advantages and disadvantages of various assessment types  











Uses:   


This intermediate level activity may be used with teachers and administrators to assist them in examining their own assessment practices, investigate other assessment types, and consider the components of a balanced assessment program.








Rationale:


Kentucky has provided districts with content standards that include Academic Expectations, the Program of Studies, and the Core Content for Assessment.  Nationally, and some KY districts, have content standards in the core areas (mathematics, social studies, science....) as well. A challenge for Kentucky educators is aligning those content standards with their instruction and assessment practices and how they align with a standards-based classroom. The Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School Mathematics (NCTM 1989) states that alignment occurs when curriculum, instruction, and assessment communicate the same expectations or standards to students.  How can an assessment program be created that provides valid and meaningful information regarding student mastery/achievement of that standard?





How can we begin to shift assessment practices - assessment practices that better reflect what is occurring in our classrooms. As the content changes, as technology begins to play a significant instructional role, and as instruction reflects a student-centered classroom with emphasis on thinking and reasoning, we have a lot to think about. No longer can we just see if students know how to recall information through fill in the blanks and multiple-choice. Those processes and results now fit into a much bigger picture.





This activity allows teachers and administrators to examine individual assessment practices as they relate to alignment with national, state, district, and school standards.   Additionally, 


Table 1 provides potential types for your formal and informal assessment program - types that optimize opportunities for our students to demonstrate what they know and are able to do as identified by the Standard. Each classification provides examples of each type and the evidence of student understanding and ability anticipated by that assessment type.  These types can be used singularly or collectively to design your assessment program (e.g. tests, homework assignments, in class observations, & portfolio entries). 








Materials Needed:


Overhead Projector, screen, blank transparencies, transparency pens, index cards


Numbered activity transparencies


Flip chart sheets and markers, masking tape





Overheads : 


Types of  Assessment ( Table 1)


Advantages and Disadvantages Matrix (Table 2)


Comparison of Various Types of Assessment (Table 3)


Match Assessments to the Purpose for Assessment (Overhead 3)








Handouts :


Types of  Assessment ( Table 1)


Comparison of Various Types of Assessment (Table 3)


Match Assessments to the Purpose for Assessment (Overhead 3)








Time: This activity can be completed in a one hour session with faculty and school staffs as a way to encourage awareness and discussion regarding  assessment practices.








Facilitator’s Notes:





Review the goals of the activity.





Ask each participant to write on an index card the types of assessment each uses to 	evaluate student learning/understanding.  


Record the information on the overhead.  





As a large group, discuss the  dimensions of student understanding obtained by each of 	the types of assessment that have been identified.





Go through the components of Table 1.





List the ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES of using the following assessment types - multiple choice, true/false, matching, open-response, performance task, portfolios.  Use Table 2 to summarize the results.





Go through the components of Overhead 3.





Go through Table 3 to compare the various types of  general assessments to 


Purpose


Pupil’s Response


Major Advantage


Influence on Learning





[Note: The conversation should center on the discussion  that each of these components serve a purpose   regarding student learning and will assist in informing the instruction and curriculum.  These components are essential to a balanced assessment program.]











There is additional information to inform trainers regarding issues of assessment types. 


[See last three pages.]
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