What Students Need to Know & Do


in Order to Respond to Open Response Questions


Professional Development and/or Student Activity





SISI Standard 2 Classroom Evaluation/Assessment


The school utilizes multiple evaluations and assessment strategies to continuously monitor and modify instruction to meet student needs and support proficient student work.





2.1a. Classroom assessments of student learning are frequent, rigorous and aligned with Kentucky’s core 


content.


2.1b. Teachers collaborate in the design of authentic assessment tasks aligned with core content subject matter


2.1e.  Multiple assessments are specifically designed to provide meaningful feedback on student learning for 


instructional purposes


2.1h.  Samples of student work are analyzed to inform instruction, revise curriculum and pedagogy, and obtain 


information on student progress





Uses:


This activity may be used with students and/or teachers to assist in the identification of  the characteristics of Open-Response questions, and provide opportunities for practice in responding to them.   Also, this activity could be used with a small group of student leaders within a school to build capacity and support for a state-wide testing program within a “train the trainer model.”





Goals:  


To identify the characteristics of Open-Response questions 


To  assist students in developing “test-wise” skills in responding to Open-Response questions 


To provide opportunities & practice for students to respond to Open-Response questions





Rationale:  


A Standards-based curriculum with a balanced assessment program includes a variety of assessment types, each of which provides different evidences of student understanding as well as requiring students to use different skills in responding to each of these types.  This activity will enable students to understand the characteristics of Open-Response questions and will provide strategies as well as practice in responding to Open-Response questions.  


   


Materials:  


Overhead Projector, screen, blank transparencies, transparency pens, index cards, and availability of a copying machine


Overheads/Handouts as listed below


  


Overheads and Handouts:


Objectives (OH #1)


General Student Scoring Guide for Open-Response Questions (OH #2, HO #1) 


Open-Response Organizational Chart - with details  (OH #3, HO #2)


Open-Response Organizational Chart - blank for student responses (OH #4, HO #3)


Student Checklist for Answering Open-Response Questions (OH #5, HO #4)


Open-Response released items with scoring guides and student responses at each 


performance level (4,3,2,1) 





Time:       3 Hour Training (adjust for student activity) depending on the number of open-response items the participants will experience. 





Facilitator’s Notes:





Introduction (10 minutes)


Go through the “Objectives and Essential Questions” for the training. Encourage participants to ask clarifying questions throughout and to use their index cards to record additional questions they might have and do not want to ask at the moment. (Responding to the index card questions is an excellent way to start sessions directly after a break).





Part I (30 minutes)


First of all - be aware of your audience - discuss what an open-response question is and how they are utilized within the courses they are teaching/taking. Discuss the Kentucky General Scoring Guide for open-response questions and how it translates into responding to a question. Do the same thing with the General Student Scoring Guide for Open-Response Questions, Open-Response Organizational Chart (one with details & one that is blank for participant responses), and Student Checklist for Answering Open-Response Questions.  





Allow time for participants to discuss any of the items listed above - conversation could center on allowing them to list critical features of each item. Discuss how each of these will help to identify  thought processes involved in responding to open-response questions. (Providing time for participants to practice responding to several items is a critical piece of this activity).





Part II  (90 minutes)


Allowing participants to use all of the above materials, have them take 30 minutes to respond to an open-response question (the content area does not matter but the same question is used for all participants).  





Have participants work in pairs and complete the following: 


read and share their responses with each other


make suggestions on strengthening the response


complete corrections


look at, and discuss, the released item’s scoring guide 


compare answers to student work that scored a 4, 3, 2, & 1 performance level


collect the responses














Part III  (30 minutes)


Choose an exemplar response, copy on an over-head transparency.  In the meantime, have participants respond to another content area open-response question.  





Part IV (15 minutes) 


Have participants put their responses to the above activity aside.  Return their responses to the first activity (Part II) and put the chosen exemplar response on the overhead.    Using the General Student Scoring Guide for Open-Response Questions, Open-Response Organizational Chart, and Student Checklist for Answering Open-Response Questions, have participants discuss the qualities of the work that characterize it as exemplar. 





Part V (45 minutes) 


Revisit the responses to the second content area and follow the same strategy as above.


 


Have participants work in pairs and complete the following: 


read and share their responses with each other


make suggestions on strengthening the response


complete corrections


look at and discuss the released scoring guide 


compare answers to student work that scored a 4, 3, 2, & 1 performance level.





Discussion of participant responses can follow, as well as, strategies on how to utilize this knowledge to strengthen assessment skills within courses across all content areas.  (An important factor is how students use these skills to enhance their ability to respond to the questions).





Part VI (60 minutes)


Have participants respond to another content area open-response question. Scoring is completed by their partner using the released item’s scoring guide. Allow pairs to offer suggestions for strengthening the response.  





Have participants report out on the following:


thought processes as they responded to the question


what they learned from scoring to the scoring guide (remarks can be made here as to how this relates to mastery within a Standards-based curriculum and proficiency in responding to open-response questions )


how these techniques can be used in the courses across all content areas. 
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