What Good Writers Do 





�	Know your AUDIENCE                   �








How do I “talk” to this person?


What should my TONE be so they will read all of what I write?


What information does my audience need to understand me?


Can the reader relate to what I am writing?  Will they know what I mean?


Do I get the reader’s attention at the start?





�	Understand your PURPOSE


Why am I writing?  What is the reason I am publishing this?


What do I hope to accomplish with my writing?


If my writing were reduced to one sentence, what would I want it to say?


What is the main focus of my writing? 





�


�	Really DEVELOP IDEAS


Have I written enough to explain what I mean? �                                                                             


Do I put in enough DETAILS to let the reader know what I mean?                                                         


Are there things the reader can see, hear, smell, taste, touch in my writing?                                                 


Am I being really specific so the readers know what I mean?                                                               


Are any of my paragraphs so short they don’t really explain what I mean?                                                    


Do I use examples or really good descriptions to make my writing better?


Do I create pictures in the mind of the reader?  








�	ORGANIZE your work so the reader can follow it





Do I have a LEAD (beginning) that gets the reader’s attention?


Do I use TRANSITIONS like “next”, “consequently”, or “first”, “second”, and “third” so the reader can follow along with my writing?


Do I use phrases like “For example”, or “As a result of this…” so the reader can follow my writing?


Do I have an ENDING that really makes the reader think about what I have written?


Does the ending help make everything clear? 


�





�	Choose WORDS that really fit the READER and the PURPOSE of the writing


Are the words clear to the reader or do the words seem not to fit?


Am I using words that I really understand and my reader will understand?





�


Does the VOCABULARY suit the subject?


Do I use slang words that don’t belong in this kind of writing?











�	Use SENTENCES that are different lengths and correct?                                                                  





Are my sentences complete or do I just have some parts of sentences?


Do all my sentences seem to be the same size?


Do I start too many of the sentences with the same words?


Do my sentences fit together like you want them to fit?


�





�	Make certain the writing is CORRECT


 Do I spell the words correctly?


Do I use the right word?


Have I indented my paragraphs?


Do I use commas correctly?


Do all my sentences end in the right punctuation?


Is my TITLE in the right place














When you consider all of these things together, you end up with a good paper!  Always write thinking about these things.  When you finish a draft of a paper, go back through it and REVISE your paper considering the things listed above.  





 THINK ABOUT THESE POINTS


Choose topics you really care about


Think a little before you write!  Spend time PREWRITING!


Keep your ideas in a JOURNAL or WRITER’S NOTEBOOK


The FIRST DRAFT is never going to be perfect, so just try to get your ideas down as best you can


Make your paper filled with deeper thinking


Keep asking yourself what you want the paper to do for the READER


Be willing to change what you write in the FIRST DRAFT to make it better with each draft that follows


Practice the lessons the teacher teaches when you write your own papers…put the lessons in action


Polish your paper at the end…use dictionaries and suggestions from others to make your paper better


Be proud of your work…TRY TO PUBLISH IT








�


