Selection of Curriculum Designs





The selection of mapping and curriculum designs provides a structure for aligning curriculum horizontally and vertically, 12th Grade through Primary School.  When “high” expectations are in place, instructional practices and learning opportunities will escalate to higher levels.





Teachers will know what to teach (content), how to teach (best practices, and when to teach (alignment).  When these three areas are interwoven, student achievement will increase.


Students will learn at high levels and master core content.  Additionally, through daily classroom activities learners will achieve mastery that prepares them for assessment, classroom, state, and norm-referenced tests.





A curriculum is a useful document that helps students achieve proficiency across grade levels.  It provides meaningful connections to life, encourages higher level thinking skills and allows the development of a continued learning process.  It intentionally interrelates curriculum, instruction, and assessment with the content standards using a backward curriculum design.  





Based on Stephen Covey’s Principle, “ Begin with the End in Mind,” there needs to be a mental picture before determining final product.  


Work with ideas


Get a clear image of the final product


Develop plans


Organize resources


Create a successful product





It is important that all stakeholders are involved in determining the components for the final product.  Involvement leads to ownership.  The checklist below will guide the stakeholders in clarifying this product. 





Guiding Questions:


What would you include in this document that would help you improve instruction and student performance?


What would be necessary for you to design lesson/units?


What would be included in this one document that would meet the needs for all learners?


If we are covering the content, then why are we where we are?





Suggestions for Final Product could include:





Content


Skills


Thinking Skills and Process


Assessment


Integration Across Grade Levels and Disciplines


Equitable and Diverse


Authentic Connections to Real Life


Transition downward from grade to grade


