DIRECTIONS FOR THE CURRICULUM TEAM BUILDING

1.  EACH TEAM FIND A SPACE  SUITABLE FOR THE ACTIVITY

2.  TEAMS STAND IN A TIGHT CIRCLE FACING EACH OTHER   (“WAD UP”)

3.  EACH TEAM MEMBER REACHES TOWARD THE CENTER OF THE CIRCLE WITH HIS/HER RIGHT HAND AND TAKES THE RIGHT HAND OF ANOTHER TEAM MEMBER. 

4.  EACH TEAM MEMBER THEN TAKES THE LEFT HAND OF ANOTHER TEAM MEMBER. (*IMPORTANT:  You must have the hands of two different people…not the left and right hands of the same person.)
5.  WITHOUT RELEASING HANDS, UNTANGLE THE KNOT. 

6.  WHEN YOU HAVE SUCCESSFULLY UNTANGLED, DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 

QUESTIONS FOR PARTICIPANTS: 


1 .WERE THERE DEFINITE LEADERS IN THIS PROBLEM SOLVING PROCESS? 


2. WHAT WAS YOUR ROLE AS AN INDIVIDUAL? 

3.  CAN YOU DRAW SOME ANALOGIES BETWEEN THIS ACTIVITY AND YOUR 

TEAM’S RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE PROCESS OF DESIGNING A STANDARDS   BASED CURRICULUM?

QUESTIONS FOR PROCESS OBSERVERS: 

1.  HOW COULD THE TEAM YOU OBSERVED HAVE COMPLETED THE TASK MORE 

      EFFICIENTLY? 


2.   WHAT FEEDBACK COULD YOU GIVE THAT WOULD HELP THEM NEXT TIME? 

HUMAN KNOTS AND THE PROCESS OF STANDARDS BASED CURRICULUM DESIGN 



1.  Designing a curriculum is a team effort.  Everyone plays a vital part.  Every part of the standards based curriculum design process is a key link.  We are only as strong as each link. 

2.  There is no one-way to design a standards based curriculum.  Different groups may attack the problem in different ways.  We have options.

3.  The process is not always easy.  It is often messy and may appear, at times, to be confusing. 

4.  Not all groups will complete the process at the same time.  We will be at different places at different times depending upon the complexity of the subject, etc. 

5.  We are all working toward the same goal:  To design a Standards Based Curriculum that ensures that all students have opportunities to learn at a level of proficiency. 

6.  Having worked together, we will all know what is expected and we will understand a process by which we can get to our destination.  We understand what we know and what we must do!  We have both declarative and procedural knowledge.  We have articulated our standard.  

7.  Although the knot may become untangled, the circle has no beginning and it has no end.  The process of designing a standards based curriculum will continually need to be revisited.  We may start at different places along the circle, depending on our students’ needs.
 

