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The local P-16 council/Go Higher network held its most recent quarterly meeting September 17 at the Jefferson Education Building in Louisville. Network chair and local council representative Beth Jefferson, of Elizabethtown Community and Technical College, will report on that meeting.

At each state P-16 council meeting, we have heard in depth from one or more of our local councils on their successful efforts to create a seamless system of education. An increasing number of local councils are finding innovative ways to secure grassroots support to raise the level of educational attainment in their regions. The Madisonville Area P-16 Council has secured $100,000 from its Rotary Club and local business to support its two chief initiatives: Grassroots Revitalization of the Workforce (a communications campaign to increase the community’s level of educational attainment), and School Counts (a scholarship program to make high school students aware of workplace expectations). High school students meeting criteria based on course-taking, GPA, attendance, and high school completion within eight consecutive semesters will be awarded certificates attesting to their work and will be guaranteed up to $1,000 per semester for four semesters at Madisonville Community College. Local business leaders are supporting this program to instill both the academic preparation and desired workplace skills of persistence and excellence in future employees.

Dr. Judith Rhoads, president of Madisonville Community College, will report on this exciting local effort.
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