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Discussion

Kentucky distributes a biennial report to every high school principal in the Commonwealth detailing the postsecondary enrollment, first year student remediation rates, performance (grades in math and English and overall GPA) and sophomore persistence rates in Kentucky postsecondary institutions. Through 2002, the high school feedback report was prepared by ACT, Inc. and included students’ self-declared course-taking patterns, so correlations could be made between high school coursework, ACT scores, and postsecondary enrollment, remedial placement, grades, and persistence rates. The P-16 Council instructed the staff at its June 2004 meeting to develop a plan to encourage awareness and use of the report so that the valuable information they contain may be better used for school and district planning and for state policy-making (see agenda item VII).

First, the staff recommends a broader distribution of the report to interested parties. Among the suggested recipients of the feedback report are: principals and superintendents, chief academic officers of nearby public and independent postsecondary institutions, local P-16 councils, GEAR UP coordinators, local parent organizations, and relevant workforce and chamber of commerce groups. They also suggest linking the reports to the www.GoHigherKy.org college-going Web portal, and pursuing inclusion of the information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s school report card that is disseminated to all parents of students in the public schools on an annual basis.  
Second, the staff recommends releasing an embargoed version of the reports to the schools in advance of a state-level press conference (in a manner similar to release of NCATE, PRAXIS, ACT, and SAT results) to draw increasing public attention to the postsecondary performance of Kentucky’s high school students. 

Third, the staff of the P-16 Council partner agencies should develop a schedule of meetings (including but not limited to the Kentucky Board of Education, Council on Postsecondary Education, local p-16 councils, Kentucky School Board Association, and Kentucky Workforce Investment Board meetings) as sites for public discussion of the policy implications of the data.

Finally, staff recommends developing a “user’s guide” to the high school feedback report, as well as other resource materials, to help principals, superintendents, parents, school board and site-based council members, postsecondary leaders, and other citizens interpret the data and develop action plans to use the data to improve student performance. 
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