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In May and June, 2006, Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. and the Winston Group conducted a national survey of students, parents, teachers, school administrators, college faculty, business leaders and others.  Their findings are reflected in the attached report "Keeping Our Edge:  Americans Speak on Education and Competitiveness".  Key findings include:

· Americans are concerned about our ability to remain globally competitive unless our schools improve and challenge students more.     
· The public feels strongly that schools must do a better job when it comes to preventing dropouts and raising standards, particularly in math and science, to ensure that high school graduates are prepared for college and the modern economy.  
· The public expects that if changes are not made in our schools, negative effects on the economy will be felt within the next ten years. 
· Americans agree that standards and expectations must be higher, and each of the groups surveyed agreed that they were not making the maximum effort to assure that students get the most out of their school experience.  

Chair Mark Wattier will lead the Council in a discussion around the issues raised in this paper and their impact and relevance to the Kentucky's current P-16 work.    
