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The Academy of Mathematics and Science in Kentucky will open its doors to 120 students (60 juniors and 60 seniors) in the fall of 2007, making Kentucky the 14th state-funded residential school in the nation for advanced high school students with interests in mathematics and science.

The mission of the Academy is to offer a residential program for promising and highly motivated Kentucky students who have demonstrated interest in pursuing careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. The Academy seeks to provide its students with the companionship of peers; to encourage students to develop the creativity, curiosity, reasoning ability, and self-discipline that lead to independent thought and action; to aid students in developing integrity that will enable them to benefit society; and to help the Commonwealth meet its need for leadership in STEM careers. 

The Academy will provide two years of academic college coursework at Western Kentucky University, allowing Academy students access to both rigorous college courses as well as school activities in the company students of the same age who are their intellectual peers. Students will have opportunities to engage in research with professors in WKU’s Program of Distinction in Applied Research and Technology, as well as with professors in other departments and programs. Because the Academy will offer a rich living and learning environment designed specifically for academically talented adolescent students, all Academy students will be required to live in its specially dedicated residence hall, even if their homes are within commuting distance. 

Academy graduates will earn 60 college credits while also obtaining a high school diploma. Kentucky’s schools and districts will benefit from having this educational option for their most advanced students, and each student’s home high school will be able to include the scores of Academy students in its calculations. The Commonwealth will benefit by nurturing its most talented students in the STEM disciplines, which are closely linked to economic development. The Academy of Mathematics and Science in Kentucky was one of eight programs recommended by the CPE during the 2006 legislative session to advance statewide reform.

Applications for the coming academic year must be postmarked no later than March 15, 2007. Students will be selected based on SAT or ACT scores; academic grades from seventh through tenth grades; interest in careers in science, technology, engineering, and math; an essay completed with their application; interviews by Academy staff members; and recommendations from teachers and a counselor. Room, board, and tuition will be provided to make the educational opportunity available to qualifying Kentucky young people of all income levels. Students will be responsible for books, fees, and incidental expenses. Care will be taken to ensure that class composition reflects the geographical and demographic diversity of the Commonwealth.

For more information on the Academy of Mathematics and Science in Kentucky, see its Web site at http://www.wku.edu/academy/
Dr. Julia Roberts, Mahurin Professor of Gifted Studies in the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences at Western Kentucky University, will give an overview of the program and application process.

