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The Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) has previously endorsed the idea that a primary objective of the Refocusing Secondary Initiative is to transition high school from a grade 12-endpoint model to a grades 10 – 14 transition model. The expectation is that every student will plan and prepare for a level of learning beyond high school associated with college, the workplace or the military.  The P-16 Council also endorses this expectation.   

As structural improvements continue to be made at the secondary level to provide the services and supports students need to reach that goal, a critical focus must be placed on convincing our students, schools and communities that high school should not be the culminating educational experience.  The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is engaged in a wide-ranging collaboration today around these issues with a group known as ThinkLink. ThinkLink, led out of the Cabinet for Economic Development’s Department for Innovation and Commercialization in a Knowledge-based Economy, involves public and private partners from K12 education, postsecondary education, workforce development, economic development, and education stakeholder groups. ThinkLink is developing a public message concerning the economic imperatives for increasing educational attainment in Kentucky. Some of the work occurring out of this initiative will focus on:

· Publicizing a common message about Kentucky’s need to understand the relationship between education and the economy of the 21st century

· Promoting a more rigorous course of study for all Kentucky students

· Making data and other resources available to schools that will help them communicate the economic imperatives of educational attainment to students on a personal level

· Providing enhanced college and career awareness services to school advising functions, students and parents

· Helping schools identify and remove barriers to formal learning beyond high school, including academic tracks that lead nowhere, finances, regional trends, and legacies of under-education in communities

· Revising and enhancing the High School Feedback report so that the information it contains about outcomes for students beyond high school is more accessible and easily understood by students, parents and communities

Members will be asked to discuss how this work interfaces with the work of the state or local P-16 Councils or the agencies represented on the council or if they are aware of additional connections with agencies that should be made.   

